


	Conservation Commission






Regular Meeting
[bookmark: _Hlk210218428]Tuesday, January 27, 2026, 6:30 p.m.
Community Room, 43 Bombardier Road, Milton, VT 05468
[bookmark: _Hlk209181745]In Person and/or Via Zoom

Members Present: William Pikul, Bonnie Pease, Laurie DiCesare, Colin Santee, Steve Mitchell, Betsy Paret, Joseph Duquette, Bonnie Whitlock 

Members Absent: Timothy Cunningham

Staff Present: Kris Dulmer (Tree Warden / MCC Liaison)

Others Present: None


Call to Order

William Pikul called the meeting to order at 6:33p.m.
Agenda Review

No Change
Public Forum

Nothing
Business
Official Welcome of Bonnie Whitlock to the Milton Conservation Commission:
William introduced Bonnie Whitlock who was appointed by the Select Board at their January meeting. We all welcomed her to the MCC. Bonnie has a master's degree in Environmental Ecology and is eager to help with the Commission
Milton Town Forest (MTF) ADA Trail Viewing Platform Updates:
Discussion around the proposed Viewing Platform benches. We may remove the narrow (2 ft. x 5 ft.) bench #3 by the picnic table; and move the 5 ft. bench by the ramp to the right to increase the length of bench #2. William will talk with Josh from Timber & Stone about our suggestions.
Milton's Natural Resources Inventory Update:
Colin said the cost of an inventory can range from $10,000 to $60,000, depending on the scope. Many funding grants are possible including: municipal grants, CCRPC grants and "tiny grants" requiring matching funds. Betsy said the Recreation Dept. and CCRPC may provide help and references. Colin will talk with some ecologists and may invite one to a MCC meeting.
MCC Banner Design:
Steve Mitchell showed us copies of the final banner design for our approval. The cost is $48 each. J. Duquette MOVED that we accept the banner design in the hand-out. B. Paret SECONDED. Motion was APPROVED. J. Duquette MOVED that we purchase two banners. B. Paret SECONDED. Motion was APPROVED:
E. Trail Maintenance Plan for 2026:
William and Joseph will be working on kiosk design with two at each of three sites: MTF, Lamoille Riverwalk and Eagle Mountain. Bonnie Pease asked that we also redesign the sign-in boxes. Betsy says Westford Road would need a traffic study before adding any signage near the Carriage Barn parking lot.
F. Outdoor Recreation Day Event at the Statehouse (Feb. 5, 2026):
William said we are invited to attend this event. An RSVP is required.
G. Green-Up Day (May 2, 2026):
Colin is communicating with Recreation. William suggested he also connect with Public Works about signing forms to validate our tire, recycling and trash collections. Laurie will bring Arbor Day treelings and other plants to give away.
H. Route 7 Road Signs for Lamoille Riverwalk Trailheads:
Betsy gave us her directional sign proposal for the Lamoille Riverwalk. The cost for each sign for the first year is $175. There is a renewal fee of $100 per year. We discussed the funding for this continuing expense. Betsy will work on the application.
I. Downtown Core Master Plan Workshop:
Betsy said this 4-hour workshop (10 a.m. to 2 p.m.) will consider the "hourglass" and surrounding area and will ask for our input on design preferences. Representatives from Planning, Recreation and the Select Board will be present.
J. Treasurer's Report:
Betsy mentioned that we have $450 allocated for Green-Up Day. She will deduct the banner purchase price.
K. Nature Notes:
William saw many rabbits and an opossum by his home. Bonnie Pease has been seeing flocks of Goldfinches in her yard. Colin saw a Downy Woodpecker and heard a Northern Flicker. Steve saw a red fox in North Hero. Betsy has been seeing Bald Eagles in Westford. Kris and Bonnie Whitlock saw a Barred Owl. 
Approval of Meeting Minutes from Conservation Commission Meeting December 20, 2025
J. Duquette MOVED that we approve the Minutes of Dec. 30, 2025. W. Pikul SECONDED. Motion was APPROVED.
Adjournment 
B. Paret MOVED that we adjourn. L. DiCesare SECONDED. All APPROVED. Meeting was adjourned at 7:43 p.m.


All documents pertaining to this meeting may be viewed using the following link: 
https://miltonvt.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/TownOfMiltonFilesFolders/IgB8qTbZD8ECSINGDkuIBiMBAWDWSVN1MlfSsd_CbRnSdPE?e=98cDys

Minutes recorded and submitted by William Pikul
	APPROVED MINUTES:
		
		

	
	William Pikul, Chair
	Date 

	ATTEST:
		
		

	
	Milton Town Clerk
	Filed this day with the Milton Town Clerk’s Office.
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